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his book is subtitled Journalistic Reflec-
tions on the Class War. So it seems odd 
for him to write so extensively about the 
importance of building rank-and-file 
organizations between and across unions 
and among the unorganized without dis-
cussing the central role of labour media 
in making those things happen. Early 
complains about the “pallid institutional 
propaganda” dished out by most unions 
today and he lauds Mary Heaton Vorse, 
the writers at Labor Notes, and other 
activists, past and present, for wielding “a 
rebel pen.” He even closes his book with 
an essay about how to build a larger mar-
ket among workers and other readers for 
books about labour. But he never explores 
how the workers themselves can develop 
and utilize media on their own behalf. 

Even so, I was able to add half a dozen 
books to my reading list on labour com-
munications by reading Embedded 
With Organized Labor. The range of 
Early’s interests and the sweep of ideas 
expressed in his book are that broad and 
deep. Whatever your specific interests in 
labour may be, Early provides a valuable 
communications lesson: he shows how 
to argue a case with intelligence, grace, 
good will, and gentle humour. 

Matthew C. Bates
Trinity Washington University

Paulo Drinot, ed. Che’s Travels: The 
Making of a Revolutionary in 1950s Latin 
America (Durham and London: Duke 
University Press 2010)

This book edited by Paulo Drinot pro-
vides a new angle on one of the most char-
ismatic and iconic revolutionary figures 
in 20th-century Latin America, Ernesto 
“Che” Guevara. Drinot introduces eight 
essays covering different countries visited 
by Guevara during his two early 1950s 
travels through Latin America, before his 
participation in the Cuban revolution. 

The authors, all historians and specialists 
on the countries they write about, use 
his travelogues as their analytical tool to 
explore three main themes: the societies 
Guevara encountered in his travels, how 
he represented those societies, and his 
legacy in each of these countries later in 
the 1960s and beyond. Those themes pro-
vide the framework for analyzing “how 
Guevara’s Latin America produced Che 
and how Che simultaneously produced 
Latin America through his travelogues,” 
as well as “how Latin America has repro-
duced Che by examining the various roles 
assigned to him and the claims made on 
him by various actors.” (2)

The result is an attractive book that 
follows Guevara in his errands across 
the continent. Written in a clear and 
engaging manner, the essays locate Gue-
vara’s observations in his diaries within 
broader historiographical and historical 
frameworks. Indeed, one of the book’s 
achievements is its appeal for a wider 
audience. While more general readers 
may be interested in the personal details 
of his travels and the sense of intimacy 
they convey about one important histori-
cal figure, historians and social scientists 
can engage with several of the themes 
advanced by the authors. 

In particular, the book brings us to 
Latin America’s turbulent 1950s, a criti-
cal decade that, as Drinot rightly argues 
in the introduction, has not received the 
same degree of attention from scholars 
as previous or subsequent decades. The 
authors show Guevara traveling through 
countries that were reaping the results 
of major social, political, and economic 
changes unleashed since the 1930s and 
that prelude the violent upheaval that 
afflicted the region in the 1960s and 
1970s. Eduardo Elena convincingly 
locates the origins of Che’s travels within 
the mass tourism and nationalist ideas of 
Juan Perón’s Argentina, while Patience 
Schell shows how Chile was experiencing 
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significant changes such as the increasing 
participation of women in labour and pol-
itics. In Venezuela and Chile respectively, 
Judith Ewell and Eric Zolov describe Che 
stepping into societies undergoing rapid 
urbanization and capitalist develop-
ment. Ewell, Drinot, and Malcolm Deas 
analyze his arrival to Venezuela, Peru, 
and Colombia during repressive political 
regimes while Anna Zulawski and Cindy 
Forster show him in Bolivia and Guate-
mala during revolutionary periods. The 
rising power of the United States in the 
emerging Cold War clearly appears in 
the counterrevolutionary administration 
of Miguel Alemán in Mexico and, more 
dramatically, in the cia-backed coup 
in Guatemala that deeply impacted the 
Argentine traveler.

The essays thus provide excellent and 
updated accounts of the societies vis-
ited by Guevara, opening the way for a 
discussion of how he represented these 
societies and how they impacted him. 
While Walter Salles’s 2004 movie, The 
Motorcycle Diaries, popularized Gue-
vara’s first trip in the 1950s as a journey 
of self-discovery at the personal and 
ideological levels, from young Ernesto 
to revolutionary Che, the travelogues 
analyzed by the different authors reveal 
a more complicated, far less hagiographi-
cal picture – and, for that reason, a much 
more human and compelling perspective. 
In fact, several essays reveal that Guevara 
usually depicted the different societies 
through the lens of a young and arro-
gant Argentine who, despite his efforts 
to differentiate himself from what he 
considered ordinary tourists, more than 
frequently resorted to middle-class sensi-
bilities and crude racist and sexist stereo-
types. Moreover, Guevara only glimpsed 
the social changes that were transform-
ing Chile, made scant comment on the 
political situation in Peru, and paid very 
little attention to the 1952 revolution in 
Bolivia, while his Venezuelan experience 

“did not obviously contribute to the evo-
lution of his political thinking.” (150) 
His political awareness and radicaliza-
tion were more decisively awakened and 
shaped by his experiences in Guatemala 
and Mexico, and the former provided 
many useful lessons for Guevara and the 
Cuban revolution. On the other hand, 
as Zulawski provocatively argues in the 
chapter on Bolivia, his “ignorance of, or 
wilful disregard for, the country’s situa-
tion in the 1950s ultimately contributed 
to his defeat there in 1967.” (182)

In this sense, for several of the essays it 
is easier to see how Guevara “produced” 
Latin America rather than the other way 
around – the latter is clearer in the essays 
on Argentina, Guatemala, and Mexico. 
Deas’s essay on Colombia is particularly 
notable not only for the negative view of 
Guevara, his travelogues, and his influ-
ence in the country’s history but also 
because it shows that Guevara minimally 
referred to or was influenced by Colom-
bia’s situation. In this case, the figure of 
Guevara loses its centrality in the nar-
ration, to be replaced by the description 
of the national context. This highlights a 
central tension in the essays: using Gue-
vara’s figure as the analytical tool when, 
in several cases, he marginally “pro-
duced” Latin America or “was produced” 
by it.

 And yet, beyond his biases and prej-
udices, the essays do point out several 
aspects of Guevara’s experiences that 
set him apart from other travelers and 
contributed to his personal and politi-
cal formation. Unlike other travelers, 
he commented on lower class women in 
Chile and frequently visited hospitals 
and clinics in his travels. His idealized, 
paternalistic, and modernizing views 
of Indigenous populations nevertheless 
reveal that he recognized their presence 
in the nations and was concerned with 
their poverty and exploitation. All these 
elements eventually would add to his 
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political radicalization, which happened 
relatively late. As Zolov reminds us, at the 
time Guevara arrived in Mexico to finally 
join the Cuban revolutionary movement, 
he was still more concerned with escap-
ing married life and sudden fatherhood 
rather than involvement in left-wing poli-
tics. (246)

Historians will also find appealing the 
excellent sections in each essay on Gue-
vara’s legacy, as revolutionary Che, in 
Latin America in the 1960s and 1970s. 
This influence did not play only at the 
level of international relations, the Cold 
War, and national politics, but also at 
those of popular culture and experience. 
This is nicely captured, for example, by 
the essays on Venezuela, Guatemala, and 
Bolivia, which point out the material 
and symbolic elements that made Che 
a popular figure for vast sectors of the 
population. This articulation of politics, 
culture, and personal experience is con-
nected to recent studies on Latin Ameri-
can cultural history such as Gil Joseph’s 
edited volumes on the cultural Cold War 
in Latin America, Lauren Derby’s study 
of the Trujillato in Dominican Republic, 
and Matthew Karush and Oscar Cham-
osa’s edited book on the cultural history 
of Peronism. The essays’ emphasis on the 
complex relationship between race, class, 
and gender in Guevara’s travelogues as 
well as the use of his and other testi-
monies also build upon contemporary 
scholarly interests in the Latin American 
field regarding representation, identity, 
power, and the possibilities and limits of 
testimonial literature. All these themes 
not only highlight the book’s important 
scholarly contributions but also make it 
an innovative and highly readable per-
spective on the life of one of Latin Ameri-
ca’s most famous historical figures.

Jorge Nállim
University of Manitoba

Alex Khasnabish, Zapatistas: Rebellion 
from the Grassroots (Black Point, NS and 
Winnipeg: Fernwood Publishing 2010)

The early 1990s were a difficult time 
for many on the left. The collapse of the 
Soviet Bloc as an alternative model to 
capitalism, the electoral defeat of the 
Sandinistas in Nicaragua, and the proc-
lamations of free market triumphalism 
deprived many of hope for the future of 
socialist projects. It was a time when only 
author Gabriel García Márquez seemed 
prepared to defend the Cuban Revolu-
tion and when Mexican political com-
mentator Jorge Casteñeda denounced 
the aspirations of the armed left in Latin 
America as “utopia unarmed.” From this 
apparent gloom emerged a new vision 
emanating from the Lacandón Jungle 
in the Mexican state of Chiapas. Alex 
Khasnabish’s Zapatistas: Rebellion from 
the Grassroots to the Global examines the 
regional, national, and global appeal of 
the Zapatista Army of National Libera-
tion (ezln), which took up arms against 
the Mexican state on the first of January 
1994 after a decade-long period of clan-
destine organizing. 

Khasnabish’s work is part of the new 
“Rebel” book series from Fernwood Pub-
lishing. This rebel qualifier essentially 
defines the parameters of his analysis. 
That is to say, the book seeks to analyze the 
Zapatistas as a rebel movement on their 
own terms, which permits Khasnabish to 
demonstrate their political uniqueness in 
the post-Cold War era. Immediately after 
the ezln’s New Year’s uprising which 
seized a number of cities in Chiapas, the 
Mexican state denounced the masked 
insurgents as narco-traffickers and ter-
rorists. Khasnabish rejects this claim and 
places the ezln within a historical heri-
tage of rebellion in Mexico which permit-
ted them to be “adopted by Mexican and 
international civil society as rebels with all 
the allure, legitimacy, and righteousness 
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